
 
II Timothy 1:8-14 New Revised Standard Version 

8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of 
me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the 
power of God, 9 who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 
according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace, 
and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages 
began, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel. 11 For this gospel I was 
appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12 and for this 
reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in 
whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard the 
deposit I have entrusted to him. 13 Hold to the standard of sound 
teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are 
in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit entrusted to you, with the 
help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 
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The recent purchase 
of a 1998 Michael Jordan 
jersey for a whopping 10.1 
million dollars is a reminder 
that some people will go to 
extremes to obtain 
something they really desire.  
USA Today stated, “It’s a 
ridiculously high price, to be 
sure. But if you’re going to 
get a collectible from one of 

the best basketball players ever, it’s somehow almost fitting that you 
pay one of the highest-ever prices.”   

While not bidding on sports memorabilia, the Apostle Paul 
understood paying a high price.  He was aware of the cost 
associated with his calling as a servant of the resurrected Christ.  
Not one to embrace a martyrdom complex, Paul knew from 
experience what it was to suffer for the sake of the Gospel.  Paul 
also knew what would be demanded of his protégé, Timothy, if 
Timothy was to continue in his own calling. 

We each have a calling in our lives.  It may not be one to 
vocational ministry, but our reception of Jesus into our lives 
essentially becomes an ordination of sorts.  We experience God’s 
grace in order to know salvation, but our lives also become conduits 
of this same grace for the benefit of others. 

Speaking from experience, the Apostle Paul understood this 
way of life was far from easy.  He knew what it was to go through 
suffering because of his loyalty to a man who had been crucified 
and resurrected.  In spite of that, he remained unashamed of the 
ministry of which he was a part.  Having reflected upon his own 
experiences, Paul challenged Timothy (and us) to: 
 

 Be willing to be uncomfortable. 
 Do your work without shame. 
 Know you are never alone. 

 
Prayer Pebble:  Lord, you have called me by name and into a 
relationship with you.  With this relationship comes a calling upon 
my life, a holy calling.  Although this calling will present challenges 
before me and upon me, may I live into it as you supply me with 
strength.  Amen. 


